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The International Centre for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD) organised a panel discussion with its “NbS 
Bangladesh Network” on Reconnecting Water, People and Nature as part of the World Wetlands Day 2022 in 
February. The website https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/ reads: "A call to take action for wetlands is the focus of 
this years’ campaign. It's an appeal to invest financial, human and political capital to save the world’s wetlands from 
disappearing and to restore those we have degraded." The panel discussion that took place on the 9th of February 
produced an insightful discussion on the vital role of water for people and nature. 
 
Introduction  
The panel discussion was chaired by Dr. Saleemul Huq, Director, ICCCAD who spoke about the significant relation 
between water and nature-based solutions; the importance of managing and conserving wetlands which is an 
important ecosystem for Bangladesh, for sustainable development and tackling climate change. He also called for 
collective actions on research, knowledge and piloting to undertake NbS for wetlands management.  
 
The panel discussion was moderated by Dr. Haseeb Md. Irfanullah, NbS Expert, ICCCAD where he emphasized on the 
significance of understanding “wetlands action”, and how to invest in nature and people for enhanced wetland 
management. He also pointed out various issues related to haor wetlands – livelihoods, politics and sustainability; 
potential for nature-based WASH sector; and coastal wetlands, policy, UN and government mandates, etc. – to 
facilitate an insightful discussion on nature-based solutions for wetlands management.  
 
Highlights from the Panelists 
Dr. Mokhlesur Rahman, Executive Director, CNRS spoke about the role of nature-based solutions (NbS) in combatting 
different challenges surrounding the diverse ecosystem in Haor, such as – reintroducing fish species and facilitating 
crop diversification. He mentioned establishing wetland sanctuaries as an NbS for biodiversity conservation and fishery 
recolonization and utilizing watershed management for vertical crops, wildlife corridors, crop diversification to save 
water for dry seasons. There needs to be a consensus in institutional understanding of the difference between flash 
floods and floods. Developing effective NbS will require enabling policy frameworks and access to finance, improving 
MRV system and supporting community-based management.  
 
Ms. Hasin Jahan, Country Director, WaterAid Bangladesh pointed out several existing challenges for NbS in urban 
sectors, such as – growing demand for water consumption leading to water shortage; mounting pressure on existing 
WASH facilities due to increasing slum density; wetlands being destroyed due to slums being built near them and poor 
waste management; insufficient use of Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP) by industries; reduced recharging capacity of 
wetlands due to groundwater depletion. Possible solutions include promoting Rainwater Harvesting System (RWS) as 
NbS in the urban context. It is also crucial to manage politics and power structures for successfully implementing NbS. 
 
Dr. Mohammed Muzammel Hoque, National Coordinator, GEF Small Grants Programme, UNDP highlighted the 
importance of incorporating lessons learnt from past work on wetlands; improving greenbelt  diversity; capturing more 
carbon sequestrating species, embankment plantation in Haor regions. 
 
The session then had interactive discussion session with the following takeaways –  

• Industrialization in and around ecologically significant or critical areas/wetlands should be avoided as NbS may 
not be able to restore or offset the ecological damages caused by them 

• Current policies on wetland need to be analyzed and be implemented 
• NbS should be scaled up through demystification of jargon and simplifying the meaning by aligning with locally-

led adaptation to it 
• Simplifying the narration of nature-based solutions for a clearer communication on this issue to draw more 

funds for scaling-up nature-based approaches. 


