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Gobeshona Global Conference – 2  
How can we Build Back Better with Nature? - Understanding the economic recovery potential of 

nature-based solutions (NbS) 
29 March 2022, 12:30  – 14:00 GMT 

 
 
Session Summary 
 
Nature-based solutions (NbS) involve working with nature to address societal challenges, including climate 
change adaptation, providing benefits for both human well-being and biodiversity. The topic of NbS is gaining 
both global and national attention, as an approach to promote sustainable development, and a lens to bridge 
biodiversity and climate agendas. The International Centre for Climate Change and 
Development (ICCCAD)/NbS Bangladesh and Instituto de Montaña (NBSI Peru) have partnered with 
the  Nature-based Solutions Initiative (NBSI) at the University of Oxford on NbS, developing a strong 
community of researchers, practitioners and policymakers working on NbS. Through our partnership, we are 
unpacking evidence on the economic recovery potential of NbS, across a set of case studies representing 
interventions across various scales, ecosystems, and types of implementers in Peru, and Bangladesh. The 
overarching objective is to mainstream NbS in national biodiversity, climate, and development policy. 
 
This particular session on NbS in the Gobeshona aims at understanding and exploring the economic recovery 
potential of Nature-based Solutions (NbS). The session brought a group of panelists with diverse backgrounds 
from Bangladesh and Peru where they fostered a critical discussion on what building back better should 
mean, and the role nature-based solutions or more broadly speaking, investments in nature, have to play.  
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The webinar unpacked some informative evidence from the ground level on how investing in nature can 
bring economic benefits for people. Such as: investing USD 200 thousands dollars in nature-based projects in 
CHT, Bangladesh returned more tan 500 thousands USD benefits for the people. Furthermore, investment in 
nature helps to increase food security, income, livelihood opportunity and social well-being. 
 
However, it is critical to recognize that both community-based and locally-led adaptation have limitations. 
Working with the agriculture system, land management, fisheries, and other areas where national policies 
have authority is necessary. We must concentrate on both ends, building consensus at the community level 
and implementing at the local and national level. As a result, collective effort and government involvement 
are critical. 
 
Nbs should also consider the needs of local residents, establish an evidence base for cost-effective solutions, 
and develop plans with local residents at the forefront. However, evidence suggests that maintaining the link 
between local and national officials is critical. Evidence showed how nature-based activities at the local level 
can be championed in national policy and action plans. It is also critical to have nature-focused national plans 
and policies, as well as cross-cutting and sectoral planning that reflects them. NbS should also be supported 
at the national and private levels to ensure its long-term viability and expansion. Furthermore, to inform 
policymakers on the successful NbS across regions and sectors, a rigorous monitoring and evaluation 
methodology is required. The limitations of NbS should also be investigated. 
 
The IUCN's NbS standard was also discussed, which reflects numerous features of NbS defined in recent 
assembly resolutions. Finally, the relevance of environmental investments has been emphasized, not only in 
terms of climate change, but also in terms of biodiversity protection and economic advantages. It is also 
important to recognize that different groups of people will have varied opinions on NbS, both positive and 
negative. As a result, it is critical to recognize them and find ways in which NbS may aid in the recovery and 
development of a resilient economy. 
 
Highlights from the Panelists  
 
Speaker 1: Dr. Farid Uddin Ahmed, Arannayk Foundation 

• The Arannayk Foundation (AF) focuses on denuded forest restoration and community-based forest 
conservation. 

• The Arannayk Foundation (AF) assisted the community in planting trees at the top of the hills, 
agroforestry such as planning lemons, pineapples, guava, papaya, and other fruits at the foot of the 
hills, and bamboo plantation in the middle through discourse and assistance. 

• After 8 years of investment, an economic impact analysis revealed that communities were receiving 
benefits more than double, close to 500 thousand dollars, through fruit harvesting, agroforestry, and 
livelihood generation chances, among other things. 

 
Speaker 2: Mirella Gallardo, Coordinator of the Upscaling Mountain EbA project in Peru 

• Ms. Gallardo stated that the project assisted in the recovery of local knowledge, community capacity 
building, and so on. 

• Local people can better manage the dwindling water supply, minimize erosion, and lessen the risk of 
natural disasters by restoring wetland and grassland ecosystems in the Reserve. 
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• Communities also restore natural pastures and manage their animals sustainably. These methods 
help ecosystems and communities be more resilient to climate extremes. Mountain folks enjoy a 
more consistent source of income with stronger herds on healthier pastures. 

 
Speaker 3: Dr. Mokhlesur Rahman, Executive Director, CNRS 

• Dr. Rahman stated two projects: one is on floodplain ecosystem restoration, and the other one is an 
agroforestry project. The first project aided in habitat restoration, while the second project aided in 
farmer and community food security. 

• Villagers also created sub-district groups, and these local practices influenced policy. The 
government adopted successful procedures in order to scale up later. 

 
Speaker 4:  Ms. Afsari Begum, Program Manager, Concern Worldwide 

• All countries are confronted with two challenges: reducing GHG emissions on one hand, and adapting 
to changing climate and weather on the other. People in Bangladesh are also affected by mass 
unemployment, shifting livelihood possibilities, rural-urban migration, and other issues. 

• Each crisis creates a new class of impoverished with compound problems, with women being the 
most vulnerable. As a result, it's critical to return them to their original areas and equip them to face 
economic, environmental, and social issues. 

• Nature can provide us with socioeconomic and environmental benefits, such as storing CO2 and 
safeguarding people from cyclones and natural calamities. Wetlands can also benefit people by 
providing fisheries, livelihood possibilities, and biodiversity protection, among other things. As a 
result, solutions to prevent overexploitation of natural resources and to safeguard them should be 
created in order to preserve both nature and human well-being. 

 
Speaker 5: Ms. Florencia Zapata, Co-Director, Instituto de Montaña 

• Ms. Florencia stated that they are looking into the short- and long-term economic benefits of natural 
resource preservation and restoration at the local level, such as income opportunities, climate 
change adaptation, water security, and so on. They monitor protected areas, forest management, 
fishery management, and other issues at the national level. 

• She stated that both local stakeholders and politicians should place a strong emphasis on the 
economic implications of natural resources in the short and long term. It is also critical to maintain 
local ownership and sustainability during monitoring and assessment for both local and national 
instances. 

 
Speaker 6: Dr. Nurun Nahar, Deputy Chief, Programming Division, Planning Commission 

• Dr. Nahar discussed how the concept of NbS is mirrored in Bangladesh's national goals. Bangladesh 
implemented the 7th FYP at the macro level, which did not expressly reference NbS but highlighted 
numerous components of NbS, such as food security, green construction norms, and so on. 

• Bangladesh approved the 8th FYP in 2020, and NbS is clearly highlighted. As a result, this notion has 
been incorporated to national planning as a strategy, but it must also be reflected in sectoral 
planning. 

• A national monitoring and evaluation framework for NbS is a missing component that must be 
included in national M&E planning. Because NbS encompasses all aspects of social, environmental, 
and human well-being, it is critical for the government to conduct thorough M&E in order to adopt 
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feasible nature-based practices that may contribute to GDP growth, poverty reduction, and long-
term development. 

 
Speaker 7: Mr. Raquibul Amin, Country Representative, IUCN Bangladesh 

• According to Mr. Amin, NbS necessitates a standardized definition across sectors. NbS has now 
become a catchphrase, and the IUCN has created a standard description for it. NbS guidelines and 
screening methods have been developed by the IUCN. 

• The globe is in a "double crisis," with both climate change and biodiversity conservation threats. NbS, 
as an umbrella idea, has the capacity to address both crises simultaneously. 

• It is critical to bring together the public and private sectors to invest in nature in order to monetize 
and conserve it. In terms of NbS, scalability is also crucial, because many nature-based activities are 
very effective at a local level, but reproducing them at a national or regional level poses issues. 
 

 

 
 
 
Three key takeaways from the session 
 

1. Terminology related to NbS is often unknown to a different group of people, such as engineers or 
economists. Hence, it is important to explain these terminologies in their own understandable 
metrics. Finding a common language is thus necessary for NbS. 
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2. It is vital to scale up NbS techniques. Several local success stories exist, but just a few areas of NbS 
are sufficient to scale them up. As a result, dramatic adjustments are required to repeat small 
initiatives on a wider scale and for a larger audience. 

 
3. It is critical to act more quickly. We need to improve our ability to deal with the challenges that come 

with NbS adoption, deployment, and rigorous monitoring. Finally, it is critical to consider the COP27 
takeaways. In order to advocate for NbS policies and implementation plans in the COP, it is necessary 
to gather evidence on the ground and engage with decision-makers and negotiators. It is also critical 
to persuade funders and national governments to join forces and implement NbS. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The report is prepared by Farah Anzum, Bushra Anjum and Tasfia Tasnim from the International Centre for 
Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD). For any queries on the NbS Bangladesh work, please email at: 
tasfia.tasnim@icccad.org 
 
Watch the video recording of the session: https://youtu.be/m5IFJP3xkYU 
 
NbS Bangladesh Portal: www.nbsbangladesh.info  
 
NbS Bangladesh Twitter Handle: @NbSBangladesh (https://twitter.com/nbsbangladesh)  


